THE CHANGING EAST

Egypt,  another  Independent  member  of the

group of new states that the war has sketched In
the Middle East, has consolidated herself under
pressure of the war and the riots since Into the
fair semblance of a single people. Her nationalists,
who are in reality all the people of Egypt after
their degree, have lost their former distinction of
Moslem and Christian, and now find a common
basis in their geographical situation and their
daily speech. They have emancipated them-
selves from the clerical influence of the Azhar,
the old-style Moslem University of Cairo, the
former stronghold of pro-Turk or anti-British
sentiment. The new nationalists envisage an
attack upon this hoary institution, to bring its
character and curriculum more into the trend of
the present need of Egypt, In questions regarding
the position of women and public education they
are as advanced as the nationalists of Turkey.
Politically their horizon is still very narrow,
hardly leaving the banks of the Nile: but there Is
little doubt that the pressure of surplus population
and excess of wealth will soon lead their eyes into
larger enterprises, and then the North African
question, at present easy to handle in sharply
opposed compartments, will become a burning
one. Egypt Is so much the strongest component
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